The number of migrants from conflict regions in Africa has been increasing dramatically.
Introduction
Africa's economic history is a history of large population movements driven by a variety of reasons: notably, slave-trade and colonialism, violent conflicts, poverty, ecological degradation, population pressure and a certain cultural propensity of some ethnic groups for outward orientation 1 . Still up today, most of the 680 million Africans live under conditions of extreme poverty and insecurity. Although the incidence of trans-national migration remained about the same on a global scale since the 19th century, its structure and direction changed significantly 2 . Whereas Europe was known as source of waves of large scale outmigration up to the early 20th century, trends were reversed after World War II. The rate of immigration in highly industrialized Western European countries has accelerated signifi-cantly in the past decades. Mostly undocumented Africans constitute a growing proportion of these immigrants. There are well founded reasons to belief that this tendency will accelerate, as Sub-Saharan Africa has probably a higher potential for immigration into the EU than any other region of the World.
All of the twenty least developed countries (LLDCs) are African, and more than half of them belong to crisis torn Western Africa, which in the 1990s gained the doubtful reputation of degenerating into the Pandora box of the continent 3 , situated relatively close to West European borders. Some experts even belief that population movements from Africa could evolve into one of the largest in world history in the medium and long run 4 . Therefore, politicians of all sides concerned are well advised to take this development more serious than in the past.
However, experts and politicians alike are deeply divided over responsibilities and the best concepts for analysing or for solving the problem. Even in scholarly literature, several myths about underlying factors and structures of African migration persist 5 . The following pages are meant to clarify some of the conceptual controversies of the current debate and to provide more facts and figures for decision making. A brief analysis of both, current trends in African migration to Europe as well as major factors that triggered it, constitutes the basis for a critical review of prevalent concepts to tackle the problem, notably the discussion of different aspects of the European Commissionʹs 'Global Approach on Migration' and of the revival of fashionable concepts of 'circular migration'.
Incidence of West African Migration to Europe
Migration from Africa is a reflection of its socio-economic dynamics over time 6. In the past decades the number of refugees from conflict regions in Africa increased dramatically. Between 1993 and 2002 , the population of 27 out of 53 African states suffered from violent con- The drain of human capital is most pronounced in the employment sector for highly qualified personnel (see table 1) 19 . Notably island economies, like Cape Verde (69%), Seychelles (59%), Mauritius (48%), Madagascar (36%), but also countries suffering from civil war, like Somalia (59%), Sierra Leone (41%) or Liberia (37%) have been affected 20 . Another remarkable trend is the 'feminization' of the brain drain in recent years, caused by the growing number of highly skilled African women looking for employment abroad 21 . In addition, the migration of highly qualified personnel is a considerable financial burden for the state budget of the countries concerned. According to UNCTAD estimates the loss of one qualified aca-demic costs on average US$ 184,000. Last, but not least, the brain drain delays the growth of an African middle class and the development of sustainable structures of the civil society, which may exert a negative impact on the political and economic stability of the countries of origin. In addition, remittances of African migrants can contribute considerably not just to the wellbeing of their families at home, but to poverty reduction and development on a regional or even national level in general 23 . Case studies from Burkina Faso for example revealed that remittances of migrants reduced the rate of households living below the poverty line by 7.2% 24 .
Although average individual remittances from Africans are relatively low (US$ 200-300), com- However, these official figures reflect only an incomplete image of the reality. Many Africans prefer informal channels for remittances' transactions in view of the lack of performance of the African banking system, notably if they are unauthorized guests in their receiving country. These informal transfers amount to two to threefold of the share of officially recorded remittances, according to estimates of the IOM. In some LLDCs they surpass even private foreign direct investments (FDI) or development aid (see figure 2). Therefore, it has been recognized that remittances (mostly from Europe) constitute the second largest source of external private finance in African developing countries, besides FDI.
Up to now they are an underutilized and badly managed source of national development in the countries of origin 27 . However, the EU member countries bear their share of responsibil- 
Migration Routes from Africa to Europe
In the last two decades Northern Africa developed into a transit region for Sub-Saharan mi- 
Unfair EU Foreign Trade Policy Reinforces Migration Pressure in Africa
The enduring desolate economic situation and bleak perspectives of most households in Af- 
Contested EU Measures to Prevent Irregular African Migration to Europe
The prevailing perspective of the EU concerning African immigration is still focused mainly on security and prevention, neglecting the chances for development linked to it for all sides by the German 'Gastarbeiter' system in the 1960s and 70s, they share some common shortcomings, notably with respect to negative social effects in sending and receiving countries 55 .
The social costs in the receiving countries are related to the highly asymmetric distribution of cost and benefit of immigration. Whereas certain sectors of the economy, as well as the middle and upper class, who employ the labour or services of immigrants, can gain considerable profits, notably if employed under precarious black market conditions, the lower strata of the society, especially unqualified labour, will be exposed to cut-throat competition both on the labour market and in the social services. Increasingly violent social conflicts between disillusioned migrants and their neighbourhood, insufficiently integrated into the so- 
Conclusion
African migration is a reflection of its socio-economic dynamics since the times of the slave trade. In the last decades the number of refugees from conflict regions in Africa increased The European Union and its member states share a heavy dual responsibility for the continuing migration pressure: First, because they fostered over decades corrupt and autocratic regimes like that of Eyadéma's Togo 57 or successive Nigerian military dictatorships, with dire disregard to principles of 'good governance'. The aftermath of these regimes is still to be felt today, and constitutes one of the underlying factors for politically motivated migration. Secondly, the EU contributed to Africa's growing economic misery, due to the damaging effects of European selfish external trade policy. Nevertheless, the prevailing perspective of the EU concerning African immigration remains to be focused on security, the foreclosure of its external borders and prevention. Even current EU programs to combat African migration 'at the roots' with increased development aid to West African countries concerned, may be based on illusions. Available evidence and literature points to the fact that this policy of 'development instead of migration' is bound to fail because of the peculiar overall structure of economic growth in West Africa, promoted by the highly industrialized Western countries and the WTO. Their neo-liberal approach to development, based on global trade liberalization, will rather stimulate migration from Sub-Saharan Africa in the medium and long run. concepts of 'selective', 'temporary' migration under the heading of the modern approach of 'circular migration' is unlikely to solve the problem either. Yet, well adapted immigration regulations could serve the interest of all parties involved. Last, but not least, it could contribute to protect the over-aged population of European member states in the long run against threatening economic decline.
